Sir; Fungal infections of the brain usually present as chronic meningitis. Mucormycosis of the brain, however, typically presents as acute rhinocerebral disease and is fatal.' A search of the English literature revealed only three cases of chronic meninigitis due to mucormycosis. All had rhinocerebral involvement and underlying metabolic disease.23 Fungal meningitis presenting primarily as hydrocephalus is rare. We here report such a patient. There were three uncommon features: (1) The primary presentation as hydrocephalus, (2) Gomori methanamine silver stains all forms of fungi black. Mucormycosis shows broad nonseptate hyphae. The diameter of these hyphae is 10-15 As, which differentiates them from Aspergillus, whose hyphae are septate and of 3-4 ,u in diameter. The uniform dichomatous pattern of branching of hyphae in tissues also helps to differentiate Aspergillus from mucormycosis.4
Rhinocerebral mucormycosis usually presents as acute meningitis, meningoencephalitis or cerebral abscess. Only three cases of chronic mucormycosis have so far been reported. These presented with typical sinus and rhinocerebral involvement and histologically showed chronic granulomatous inflammation.23 All had underlying metabolic disease. Our patient, however, had no such underlying illness. The history of convulsions, headache and vomiting suggested a space occupying lesion. The CT scan, however, only revealed hydrocephalus. In India tuberculous meningitis is the commonest cause of acquired hydrocephalus and our patient was given anti-tuberculous treatment.5 Of four reported patients with fungal meningitis, primarily presenting as hydrocephalus, three had cryptococcal infection and one had aspergillosis.6 The diagnosis especially of cryptococcosis has become easier, but the diagnosis of mucormycosis remains notoriously difficult owing to the altered haemodynamics of CSF flow following basal meningitis and the fact that the CSF is nearly always devoid of the relevant organisms. Our patient died before any shunt Letters operation could be performed. The 
